
annual report 2009-2010



Ralph Andersen*

Carol Andrews

Howard Boscus*

The Earl Family Fund

Gregory Finch

Elfrena Foord and Bruce Hester

Jean Gifford and Jodi Barkley

Chuck and Brenda T. Horton

Deborahv Lewis-Hill*

Kenneth McElroy

James Person

John and Ann Platt

Kim Rhinehelder and Charles King

Trish and Mitch Roath

Judith Smith

Charles Sumner II and  
Valerie Harper

Leo and Joyce Warmolts

John Winters

*deceased

Eric Ratinoff, President

Alan Wolf, President Elect

Kate Renwick-Espinosa, Secretary

Sarah Krevans, Treasurer

Chuck Horton, Past President

Bob Earl

Greg Finch

Dee Hartzog

Jerri Hunt

Debra Panattoni

Sue North

Skip Reynolds

Jeanne Reaves

Dan Root

Parker White

Tomorrow’s Legacy Club Board of Directors 2009-2010
Individuals who have included 
Sierra in their estate plans



As we reflect on the achievement of the 2009-10 year, we are pleased that the changes 

the agency embarked on have already resulted in improved outcomes. We launched the new fiscal 

year by changing our name from Sierra Adoption Services to Sierra Forever Families in order to assist 

more children in finding a forever family as quickly as possible and with minimal moves. We also 

acquired the Wonder Program which provides one-to-one adult mentors for children living in foster 

care. The results were amazing! We served 42% more children and youth with services leading to or 

nurturing a forever family! Over the past twenty-seven years, more than 2,500 children have received 

permanency services to transition them from foster care into a loving and stable permanent family.

As a supporter and friend of Sierra Forever Families, you are a member of the Sierra Family. In sharing 

these significant achievements with you, we hope you, too, will celebrate the positive changes 

that together we have made in the lives of children. We are confident that through our continued 

commitment, we will advance our mission to transform the lives of children in foster care by building 

and nurturing permanent families.

Please accept this annual report as an example of the change we can make in our community when 

we work together. Thanks for your dedication and support in helping Sierra keep the promise of family 

for every child. 

From Our President and Executive Director

left: Eric Ratinoff, Board President 
right: Bob Herne, Executive Director, MSW



The Morris Family from left to right: 
Kaitlyn, Don, Cindy and Abbygale



introducing the sierra forever families 2010 family of the year

The Morris Family
Don and Cindy decided after 16 years of marriage, that it was time to begin their family. They had a 
deep desire to adopt and began researching options. The couple selected to work with Sierra and in 
December 2006, they were approved as a foster/adoptive family. In January of 2007, they began their 
search for the children they hoped would join their family. Three months later, two siblings, Kaitlyn (9) 
and Abbygale (5) were placed into protective custody due to abuse and neglect by their birth parents.

Removal from their birth family is incredibly difficult for children. They often feel confused or even 
guilty. Kaitlyn and Abbygale were no exception. After being placed in a temporary home, the girls 
began visiting with Don and Cindy. By June 2007, the girls had moved in with the couple. Initially, the 
goal was adoption. That soon changed when the County reconsidered and wanted to work toward 
reunifying the girls with their birth family. Don and Cindy agreed to support this plan feeling the 
best interest of the girls was most important. They continued to maintain the girls’ schedule, church 
and school activities throughout this time. After a lengthy period, plans once again changed and 
the County believed that adoption would be the ultimate path for the girls. In November 2009, their 
adoptions were finalized. 

Kaitlyn and Abbygale’s permanency plan took place over multiple years. Throughout this journey, 
Don and Cindy held on to their faith and their intent to do whatever was best for the girls. Kaitlyn and 
Abbygale are adjusting incredibly well and both girls are active in sports and have just earned their 
red belts in karate. 



sierra forever families

wonder mentoring program
In July of 2009, Sierra Forever Families acquired Wonder Inc., a mentoring program exclusively for 
children (Explorers) in foster care between the ages of 6-12 years old. Explorers are paired with 
adult mentors (Guides) and embark on a year-long journey together. Guides and Explorers go on 
adventures in music, sports, the arts, dining out, volunteer service and nature. Wonder connects 
children in foster care with caring consistent adults to enrich their childhoods and to help them thrive! 
During 2009-2010, there were 90 active mentoring matches with 40 new matches expected next year.

Wonder hosts four group outings per year that all of our matches are invited to attend, such as 
costume parties, tours of local attractions, and trips to nature centers. In August, 37 of our matches 
attended Camp Wonder for a weekend of activities and fun. Archery and kayaking are always  
camp favorites among Explorers and this year, matches participated in some new activities like 
making a Camp Wonder quilt, rain sticks, and the highlight of camp was making ice cream in a bag! 

Currently, 60% of our matches are on their second journey year or longer. As a result, one-third of our 
Explorers are now teenagers! The Counselors In Leadership Training (CILT) program was developed 
to keep the older youth engaged in Wonder as well as provide additional leadership opportunities. 
Once an Explorer is 13 years old or older, the match is eligible to participate in the CILT program. 
Together, the Guide and Explorer receive training on leadership and youth development. We just 
started a new CILT year in July and have 10 matches participating in the program.



What they are saying about wonder:

It was our first camp so I had no expectations. We both came 
prepared to have a great time and we did! wonder guide

A newly matched Guide shared the following about her first visit, 
“It went GREAT! [The Explorer] was ready and she was so cute. 
A little shy at first but she opened up and bubbled while we were 
doing the paperwork, and gave me a side hug while we were 
taking a picture at the end of the visit. :) I think she was very proud 
to have a guide.”

I loved watching my Explorer try things that before camp  
I thought he would be too nervous to attempt. wonder guide

Participation has taken the Journey to another level and inspires me 
to do more (purposeful stuff) in my own endeavors. wonder guide

A Guide wrote about a conversation with her Explorer, after 
attending the Folsom Lake Group Outing, “…we were driving home 
and she said ‘do you think when I am, like 20, we will be able to 
hang out after work and maybe even do lunch break sometime?’ 
Also when I asked her if she wanted to renew the journey she said 
a big ‘YES and you tell them YES too!’ so sweet.”



2009-2010
A year in photos

top left to right: Ryan with his Special Person Todd; 2010 Annual Donor Appreciation Event  
bottom left to right: The Angle Forever Family; Howard Boscus bequest; The Fuentes Forever Family; Explorers at Nature Center
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with your help

448 Children received 
services in 2009-2010

	136	 Children found Forever Families

	115	 Children received preparation services  
		  to join a Forever Family

	113	 Children & Youth enrolled in the 
		  Wonder Mentoring Program

	 48	 Children and youth received  
		  therapeutic support services

	 36	Y outh in Destination Family Program

Revenue $4,412,653

	Contributions 17%

	Endowment 4.2%

	Contracts & Grants 20.6%

	Government Fees 57.2%

	Program Fees & Misc. <1% 

expenses $4,277,937

	Program 80.4%

	Administration 11.7%

	Fund Development 7.9%

Revenues & Expenses 2009-2010Revenue & Expenses 2009–2010



Guardian Angels For Children 
$150K+

Pacific Coast Building Products  
	 and Pacific Coast Building  
	 Products Foundation

Raley’s Family of Fine Stores

Heroes For Children  
$25K–$149K

Dave Thomas Foundation  
	 for Adoption/ Wendy’s  
	 Wonderful Kids

Robert “Bob” and Nancy Earl

Stuart Foundation

Sutter Health

Champions For Children  
$5,000–$24,999

Air Systems

Julia Amaral and Mark Strate

Arata Brothers Trust

Bank of America/Merrill Lynch - 
	 The CAL Group* 

Bank of the West

Thank You·Thank You·Thank You·Gifts of $1,000 or more given between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 2010
Caring Hearts Society of Auburn

DarrellChambliss*

Bradley and Donna Chipps

Circle Design

City of Roseville/ 
	 Grants Advisory Commission

Deacon Charitable Foundation

Gary and Sally Doupnik

Enterprise Rent-A-Car Foundation

Evergreen Flexible Bonding  
	 Solutions*

Norm and Arlayne Fifer

Elfrena Foord and Bruce Hester

Hattie, Anna and Harley Robinson 
	 Foundation

Harbison Mahony Higgins  
	 Builders, Inc.

Hope Productions Foundation

Chuck and Brenda Horton

Jenkins Insurance Group

Kelly Foundation

Sarah Krevans

Livingston’s Concrete Service Inc*

Loveall Foundation for Children

M&M Whitmire Family Foundation

Massie Family Foundation

William and Christine Newsom

Pfund Family Foundation

Eric and Patrice Ratinoff

RCA Community Fund

Kate Renwick-Espinsoa

Barbara and Lou Riggs

Ronald McDonald House Charities 
	 Northern CA

Sacramento Metropolitan  
	 Air Quality Management

Sacramento Region Community 
	 Foundation

Serrano Associates LLC/ 
	 Parker Development Company

Soroptimist International of  
	 Sacramento

Sundt Foundation

SureWest Foundation

Target Stores

The Sacramento Bee  
	 Book of Dreams

The Thomas J. Long Foundation

United Way California  
	 Capital Region

US Bank 

van Löben Sels/ 
	 Rembe Rock Foundation

Waste Connections Inc.*

Parker White

Ambassadors  
$1,000–$4999

American Building Supply

Jim and Jackie Anderson 

Anonymous

Anthem Blue Cross*

Aon Risk Insurance Services, Inc*

Big Truck Rental*

Bridgestone Bandag  
	 Tire Solutions*

California Backyard



Beth Carlsen

Cascade Engineering*

CB Richard Ellis*

Bobby and Cheryl Cobbs

Cook Brown, LLP

Dennis Cook and  
	 Sue Lamb Cook

Downey Brand LLP*

DriveCam, Inc*

El Dorado Savings Bank

Greg Finch and Shirley Thomas

David Ford and Lynne Cannady

Joe Genshlea and Barbara Como

Andrea Glasgow and Alex Gutierrez

Global Giving Foundation

Greg and Linda Grant

Greenberg Traurig LLP*

Bill and Linda Greig

Gary Hart

Dee and Joe Hartzog

Heil Environmental*

Judy Heimark

Robert “Bob” Herne

Hewlett-Packard  
	 Company Foundation

Jerri Hunt

IKEA West Sacramento

Impact Plastics*

Infinium IT

James and Nancy Ree Joye

Robin Klomparens

Labrie Environmental Group*

Littler Mendelson*

Mark III Engineering Contractors

Dr. Dennis and Nancy Marks

Daniel and Karen Mason

McNeilus Truck Mfg., Co.*

Mechanics Bank*

Eric Merrill and Jeanne Caswell*

Miles Treaster & Associates

Ronald Mittelstaedt*

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney*

Elfie and Bill Nadell

Nicholson & Olson, CPAs

Debra Panattoni and Mark Tabak

Jeanne Reaves

Skip Reynolds

Judson and Marie Riggs

Riverview International Trucks LLC*

Dan and Suzy Root

Sacramento Rendering Company*

Sam’s Club Foundation

Wil and Julie Saqueton

Schnitzer Steel*

Schwab Fund for Charitable Giving

Setzer Foundation*

Shartsis Friese LLP*

Elizabeth Smithwick

Soroptimist International of  
	 Sacramento North

Anthony and Theresa Souza

Starr’s Building Supply

Paul and Shelley Stokstad

John and Cheryl Summerfield

Sundt Foundation

SureWest – Employee Giving

The Swinerton Foundation

Christopher Thompson and  
	 Katherine Carlyon

Toter Incorporated*

Teresa Townsend

Unifirst Corporation*

Union Bank of California*

United Way of Nevada County

KathyVan Osten

VSP Global

Visionary Integration  
	 Professionals*

Waste Connections Inc.*

Wells Fargo Insurance Services 
	 USA, Inc.*

Christine Westall

WF Hayward Company*

Alan Wolf

Zelle Hofmann Voelbel  
	 Mason & Gette, LLP

Thank You·Thank You·Thank You

*	Golf Tournament Sponsors 
	 secured by Waste Connections Inc.

Thank You·Thank You·Thank You·Gifts of $1,000 or more given between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 2010



Sacramento Center 
8928 Volunteer Lane, Suite 100, Sacramento, CA 95826 
Tel: (916) 368-5114 
Fax: (916) 368-5157 
E-mail: sffsac@sierraff.org

Nevada City Center 
138 New Mohawk Road, Suite 200, Nevada City, CA 95959 
Tel: (530) 478-0900 
Fax: (530) 478-0982 
E-mail: sffgv@sierraff.org

Auburn Center (Placer Kids) 
11990 Heritage Oak Place, Suite 3, Auburn, CA 95603 
Tel: (530) 887-9982 
Fax: (530) 887-9994 
Toll free: 1-888-387-9982 
E-mail: placerkids@sierraff.org

Chico Adoptive Family Resource Center 
520 Cohasset Road, Suite 140, Chico, CA 95926 
Tel: (530) 879-3861 
Fax: (530) 896-1792 
E-mail: sffchico@sierraff.org

sierraff.org

our missionWe transform the lives of children in foster care by building and nurturing permanent families.


